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Introduction
 China is considered one of the word’s trading nations. Dorn (2019) observes that the country’s economic prosperity has been largely due to greater economic freedom given to the people and stronger property rights which has enabled the country to create and develop a harmonious and prosperous society. Despite the country’s position as the second-largest economy, the country still faces major challenges to its future development. This current paper will entirety highlight some of the country’s biggest challenges, factors that have influenced the country’s economic development, the country’s long-term economic plans as well as the main obstacles opposing the country in its quest to achieve these long-term economic plans. 
What are the country’s biggest challenges?
China as a country faces various challenges hindering its development. The country currently has no genuine law that can effectively limit the powers of the government. China is a one-party state where the government seems not to respect the provisions of the constitution. The closing of virtual private networks and consequent silencing of those who tend to advocate for the rule of law is enough indication of how powerful the government under Xi Jinping is (Buckley, 2018). In line with economic development, the Chinese government severely restricts the freedom of speech with a further violation of intellectual property rights. There is arguably an intrinsic association between free trade and free expression. The underlying understanding against this background is that free trade refers to the free exchange of commodities, and free expression refers to the free exchange of ideas, anyone who defends the freedom to trade needs to as well defend the freedom of expression (Sheng, 2017).
China’s rapid industrialization has been a lead contributor to its environmental crisis. The country’s water resources are severely polluted and water quantity has continued to become scarce by the day. The ever increasing population and the laxity in the environmental laws have been the main contributors to these environmental challenges. About 56% of the groundwater resources in the country are polluted, this is according to a report released by the Chinese government in 2014. The country’s huge population is a leading contributor to most of the challenges facing the country. For instance, the country’s marine environment is the most degraded parts of the country. Similarly, coastal natural habitats have been lost due to the ever-increasing population pressure.  
Reasons for economic development
China as a country has unwavering determination to develop economically to become a world-leading player. Some of the factors responsible for the country’s economic success include the following; 
labor supply 
Considering the country's ever-growing population, there was a plentiful supply of industrial workers in the country’s initial stages of industrial development. Voluntary migration of the urban centers has similarly continued to supply the much-needed labor force in the country consequently leading to increased industrial productions (Silagadze et al., 2016).
Political system
China’s authoritarian and non-democratic style of government has arguably ensured the adoption of the western style of free-market economics while at the same time maintaining strict control of the political systems. The country’s government has in addition implemented a transition intervention towards a socialist market economy. 
The country’s long-term economic plan
China’s long term economic plan is to develop a free market. Coase & Wang (2012) argue that the lack of a free market in China has continued to become a restrictive bottleneck in the country’s economic development. Ideally, this is what the country aims to achieve under its long term economic plans. The country looks forward to an active market for ideas in freeing people’s minds. The reemergence and flourishing of a free market in china are believed would lead to the country’s success and economic prosperity. 
Determine if this country is positioned to sustain economic growth over the next five years
China currently has emerged as the world’s leading manufacturer. The country is generally positioned to sustain its economic growth over the next five years if the status quo remains the same. The Chinese economy mainly relies on the manufacturing sector which plays a significant role in the country’s economic growth. Recently, the country was ranked as the world’s most competitive manufacturer in the 2016 Global Manufacturing Competitiveness Index by Deloitte. Similarly, the country’s large R&D spending levels and move towards advanced manufacturing techniques made possible through favorable government policies, the country is expected to remain leading manufacturing sustaining its economic growth over the next five years (Cheng, 2019). 



What economic challenges will the country likely face during the next five years in attempting to accomplish its long-term strategy?
In the pursuit of the country’s long-term goals, experts have argued that the country is likely to face a period of stagnant economic growth known as middle-income trap. This is because the government has remained to become a major player in China’s economic growth despite its assurance to use the free market in various areas to specifically help the economy grow (Buckley, 2018). Besides, the old policies previously structured to help the country restructure its economic models are no longer sustainable further complicating the situation if the country is set to achieve a free market. 
What are the root causes of the current economic situation?

The county’s grassroots social organization, and particularly it's family and kinship structures are the leading causes of the current economic situation. The elements of the country’s family patterns were arguably more favorable to economic dynamism and were able to survive the experiences brought about collectivism and revolution (Whyte, 1995). Additionally, socialism in China ensured that the family patterns were able to foster economic development. 
What are the main obstacles standing in the way of the country’s achieving its long-term strategy?
The main obstacle in the country’s way of achieving its long term strategies authoritarian and repressive autocratic government which has continued to indicate inconclusive efforts to advance the country’s economic models of ensuring a free market (Wang, 2017). The non-democratic government has continued to focus on cracking any attempts at creating a free market despite the public calls for economic liberalization.  
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